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On Gregory^ death the Emperor at once withdrew to his kingdom,
while the few and discordant cardinals were forced by the Senator to elect
a Pope. They chose Celestine IV (Goffredo Castiglione), an infirm old
man who died seventeen days after (17 November 1241); and then they
fled from the city to different refuges. For eighteen months, while his
vicars subdued the remnants of the Papal States, and a mighty fleet was
prepared against Venice and Genoa, Frederick laboured to obtain a Pope
in his interests. He sent embassies and letters, with petitions, with
exhortations, and with menaces; three times he encamped on the Alban
Hills devastating the Campagna; and he left the Romans at last in peace
and liberated the two captive cardinals only on a promise from the Sacred
College that an election would take place at Anagni.

The election proved a disaster to Frederick, for Cardinal Sinibaldo de'
Fieschi, who on 25 June 1243 became Pope Innocent IV, was the most
formidable of all his adversaries. Diplomatic gifts far beyond the average
were in this Genoese jurist at the service of an audacious firmness and
perspicacity. The Emperor, however, made public demonstrations of joy,
and sent an embassy with congratulations and offers of obedience, saving
the rights and honour of the Empire. Through a return embassy the
Pope replied that he too desired peace provided that all the prisoners
taken at Giglio were released, and all the grievances which had provoked
the excommunication (in especial the invasion of the Papal States) were
remedied; that the Church, on those points on which it had acted
unjustly, was ready to make amends at the arbitration of a commission
of lay and ecclesiastical princes; but that all its adherents, above all the
Lombards of the League, must be included in the peace. In the negotia-
tions that followed, Frederick was under a fatal illusion of his own
power and of the pliability of the Papacy. He refused to pardon the
Lombards, and proposed as a compromise on the question of the papal
lands to receive them as a fief at a tribute higher than their revenue.
This was to re-announce his intention of unifying Italy, the chief dread of
the Papacy, and Innocent resumed the fierce hostility of Gregory IX.
A papal army under Cardinal Ranieri Capocci entered Viterbo suddenly
by treachery (August 1243), and closely besieged the imperial garrison
in the citadel Gregory of Montelongo, legate in Lombardy, was
ordered to rekindle opposition, and the Pope by means of his own
brothers-in-law and other kinsmen in Parma founded a new papalist
faction there called the Rossi, which undermined the hitherto firm
imperialism of the city. In Tuscany, the young Guido Guerra, of the
imperialist Counts Guidi, was induced to revolt to the Guelfs, as in
Tuscany the papalists were called. In Sardinia, Adalasia's marriage to
Enzo was annulled. Finally, at the petition of the Romans Innocent
made a triumphal entry into Rome in November 1243.

The Emperor replied by laying siege to Viterbo and attempting to
gain over the Romans. But the general desire among the exhausted